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UIP UPDATES HONOUR BOX 

The Phlebology and the UIP. A review of the past 
and a projection of the future. 

In Latin America, the first country to follow in the
footsteps of European pioneers, to recognize 
Phlebology as a specialty and form a society of 
doctors interested in venous diseases was Argentina. 
On April 5, 1968, the Argentine Society of Phlebology 
and Lymphology (SAFyL) had Prof Saul Umansky 
among its founders. Soon after, other countries in the 
same continental bloc began to follow the same path 
with the formation of the first scientific phlebology 
societies. 
Some countries with pre-existing Angiology societies 
preferred to create phlebology departments. In Brazil, 
Prof Laudenor Pereira, with the support of Professors 
R.C. Mayall, Mario Degni, Celso Figueiroa and
Enivaldo Doria, among others, founded in 1978 the
Brazilian Society of Phlebology and Lymphology.
Soon, these associations of doctors interested in the 
development of venous and lymphatic diseases joined 
the Union Internationale de Phlebologie (UIP). 
Phlebology and Lymphology started to gain more 
fans and interested. The Latin American countries, 
after some time, created a society that brought 
together the phlebology societies of the continent 
and thus the Pan American Society of Phlebology and 
Lymphology was founded. Later, another society at 
continental level was created - The Latin American 
Venous Forum. Until nowadays, new societies 
continue to be created to serve the growing number 
of doctors who practice phlebology and lymphology 
on our continent. 
All these societies developed an intense scientific 
activity with the organization of many events such as 
congresses, courses, journeys, symposia etc. both 
nationally and internationally, placing the Latin 
America on equality with the other continental blocs. 
In 1998, in Sydney (Australia), during the UIP World 
Congress, after a disputed vote by vote election with 
the United States, Brazil was chosen to host the XV 
UIP World Congress - RIO UIP 2005, which was 
organized in the city of Rio de Janeiro from 2 to 7 
October 2005. 
The Rio de Janeiro congress was one of the most 
attended in the history of UIP with the participation of 
more than 2000 congressmen from all over the world. 
For the first time, we received the abstracts 
electronically. The evaluation of the abstracts was 
carried out by the scientific committee in a virtual 
way. About 1000 abstracts were received by this 
system and published in a special edition of the 
scientific journal "International Angiology". It was the 
first UIP world congress of the digital age.

where the foundations of modern 21st century 
Phlebology were laid, the Rio congress served to 
sediment the new knowledge and technologies. The 
congresses of Rome and Rio de Janeiro were a real 
watershed between ancient and modern Phlebology. 
Despite the intense scientific programming, the social 
aspect was not neglected, allowing foreign congressmen 
to enjoy the natural beauty of Rio de Janeiro with its 
world-famous beaches. With this purpose, the 
organization of the congress reserved the free 
Wednesday afternoon within the intense scientific 
program to allow a moment of relaxation and leisure. 
The gala dinner at the famous “Golden Room” at the 
Copacabana Palace was also remarkable, and it ended 
with a typical “Carnaval Carioca”. 
The congress also had the unprecedented simultaneous 
translation in 3 languages (English, Spanish and 
Portuguese) in all rooms. Exhibitors and companies that 
collaborated with the event were given an extraordinary 
space of more than 5000 square meters for their 
activities. 
The Rio congress served to pave the way for the previous 
boards to ‘internationalize’ the UIP. 
The Latin American phlebology has been present in 
practically all UIP activities since the beginning. Its 
representatives also participated actively in the 
administrative formation with the election of some of 
them in all the executive committees that culminated in 
my election as President of UIP in 2009 during the World 
Congress of UIP in Monaco. 
My election as president of UIP concluded the process of 
making UIP a society with global reach, as I was the first 
non-European president. 
Among my achievements as president, with the 
invaluable help of the members of the executive 
committee, are the continuation and conclusion of the 
consensuses already started in the previous 
administration and the new consensus such as that of 
Venous Hemodynamics, among others. My attention 
also deserved the encouragement of the creation of new 
phlebology societies in various parts of the world with 
the considerable increase in the membership of UIP. 
During my presidency, all continents ended up having a 
representation at the UIP. 

Dr Angelo Scuderi 
During the congress in Rio, the 
new trend in establishing global 
consensus was continued. It 
was during this congress in Rio 
de Janeiro that the main current 
topics such as laser and foam 
sclerotherapy in addition to 
ultrasound studies began to 
gain prominence. It can be said 
that, after the Rome congress, 
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